With oaths impressive he was 90 sworn down
That he was held "for mad by all the town;
For every clerk did side with every other.
They said: "The man is crazy, my dear brother.*'
And everyone did laugh at all this strife.

Thus futtered was the carpenter's goodwife,
For all his watching and his jealousy;
And Absalom has kissed her nether eye;
And Nicholas is branded on the butt.
This tale is done, and God save all the routl
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